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tessori Explams ’J.‘lns Doesn’t
lea Aba.ndomng to Its Own Devices.

From the Outlook, "t - “
- Her. lecture: before the Brooktyn Insti-
tute, ‘glveri in the Brooklyn -Academy of’
Musm.-mav serve. as an example of her‘
method of presenting to American audi-
ences her theory and her practice, IMirst
she .8ave .an address ‘In Itallan. She:
~would in a few sentences make a point,
‘ and then pause. while her coadjutor, BMiss;
Anne 0K Georve. interpreted her words:in-
‘English There- iy one great: adva.nta.se
in this form ‘of lecture; it allows the-guc-
cession “of polnts to sink into the mmds
ot ‘thie hearers. -

That lécture .of Dr. Montessoms i’ol-'
/lowed this course: Everything that grows
;must have its own freedom; and its free-
dom must be respected—the freedom. of :
“the bird to fly, the - freedom.of .the -tree
Lto sink its roots into the ground. - If- we |
prevent the bird from moving freely- 1t‘
_ ceases to be what it ought to be; if, Onw
tlie other hand, we root \up the tree and
move it about from place .to place, -We
i deprive it of its freedom to grow and we
injure it. We recognize the freedora -of
i the bird as being different from that of
' the tree. We should also recognizs -the
freedom of the child, but we should try
to discover.what that freedom is. - "
i" It is certainly not abandoning the child
to its own devices. We know a good deal
' a’bout the physical freedom of the child,
- but the inner freedom of the child—the
| freedom of his mind+is harder -to under-
! stand. 70 learn- about it requires study,
. Children have before them a great task
in the process of learning, incomparably
‘more difficult than that which confronts
an adult who goes into a foreign couniry. |

The child i3 not only lcarning a foreign .
language;, for all language is foreign to.
him, but he is learning to use his senses, '
He learns very largely at first.through'
" the sense of touch, and yet he is being:
‘told by adults not to touch; he s con- |
| stantly belng asked if he cannot keep his|
hands off things., Children thus are learn-|
‘mg in constant anrtagonism to adults; but
lin splte of the opposition they meet they
go on learning, but often with a sense otI
| irritation. They are bound to learn, in
| spite of aduits. To give children a chance
to learn Is to release them from this.re-:
straint, and when they are thus re-
leased they expand at once. Children’s:
interest In their environment is insatiable. |
‘The new kind of teacher Is the one who
guides the child’s dlscoveries, who dis-
tinguishes between the useful and harm-|
ful ectlvities of the child, who knows’
when to interfere with the activities of,
the child so as to enable the child to'
ravold -the harmful and to make the best |
‘use of the useful, and who, when inter-!
i fering, does so in such a way that the,
child 1s not ‘deprived of the consclousness
of arriving at his knowledge himself, " If
properly carried out, this guldance of the|
freedom of the child will no more deane)
him of the power of doing the things he'
‘ does not want to do than hygienic care
. deprives infants of the power of over-;
coming disease. The stronger the child'
the more capable he is of making sacri-,
fice. As we are preparing the race for
physical confiicts by hysgiene in infanecy,
.80 through spiritual and mental hygiene |
we can prepare the race for mental and
moral conquest. .
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